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The Work Session of the Township Committee of the Township of Washington was called to order by Mayor Roehrich at 7:30 PM. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Comm. Babb, LiaBraaten, Murello, Vice Mayor Short,  Mayor Roehrich
OTHERS PRESENT:
Administrator Coppola, Attorney DeBona, Municipal Clerk DiGregorio, Office Manager Lyons
ABSENT:
NONE
Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 8, 2015 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on the same date.  This meeting is being held at the Washington Township Municipal Building, 43 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Long Valley, New Jersey.  Notices of this meeting were sent, as there were requests.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
PUBLIC PORTION  Mayor Roehrich opened the meeting to the public.  There being no question or comments, Mayor Roehrich closed the meeting to the public. 
DISCUSSIONS

Animal Licensing Fees. The 2015 Animal Census has resulted in an increase of more than 1,000 licenses over 2014.  The Township Committee agreed to reduce license fees due to the increased revenue to an amount to sufficiently cover costs and expenses.   The Ordinance will be amended to reflect a decrease in licensing fees, dogs will be $10 and cats $9.00.  

Recycling Center Hours. Hours will remain the same. 
Firework Festival, Long Valley Fire Company. The Township Committee agreed to fund $5,000 toward fireworks and requested that other festivals such as the Green Festival, Family Fun or Nite Out be combined with this event.  Any event profit is to be reimbursed to the Township or applied to reduce the following year’s contribution. A trust fund would be established and a financial statement for the event would be maintained.

Tax Exempt Debt Monitoring. Per Bond Counsel recommendation, the Township Committee agreed to adopt the policy via resolution at next week’s meeting.

Highlands. The Committee supports a Plan Conformance Grant Program application for assistance in preparing a Fair Share Plan. 
Heath Village Rezoning Request. Heath Village Attorney Robert Kasuba,  Heath Village Representative Patrick Brady, Engineer Edward Bogen and Planner David Kinsey attended and discussed Highlands and Affordable Housing with  Township Engineer Leon Hall and Planner David Banish.  Attorney Kasuba addressed concerns his client has raised since receiving the proposed ordinance for the Musconectcong Age-Restricted Housing Overlay Zone.  

The ordinance will be revised and introduced in October.   

Cliffside Park Water.  Administrator Coppola reported that the WTMUA is in agreement with the proposed terms.  An ordinance to authorize the agreement will be introduced at the September Regular Township Committee Meeting. 
Graziano Soil Disturbance Waiver Request. Mayor Roehrich recused himself from the dais.  Vice Mayor Short chaired this discussion.   Mr. Graziano, 117 Califon Road was present to discuss a letter he received from Engineer Leon Hall stating possible violation of Ordinance 164-3.  After brief discussion, Mr. Hall recommended that the Township Committee grant the waiver.  The Committee concurred and will adopt a resolution at next week’s meeting.
Mayor Roehrich resumed his position on the dais. 

On-line Tax Sale.  The Township Committee agreed to an on- line tax sale and approved a $25 fee. 

PUBLIC PORTION  Mayor Roehrich opened the meeting to the public.  There being no question or comments, Mayor Roehrich closed the meeting to the public
	RESOLUTION #R-124-15 – EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	Personnel:                         Chief of Police

                                           Construction Office Clerical Assistant



	
	 Contract Negotiations:  Califon Field Grooming

                                           Mt. Olive Animal Control

                                           Independence Twp Fire Prevention  

                                           Police Services Califon

                                           Shared Court Califon

                                           Mansfield IT Services

                                           Mansfield Fire Prevention

                                           Mansfield Tax and Finance

                                           Dispatching Services County of Morris

	
	Land Acquisition:            Block 18, Lot 10.01

	
	Collective Bargaining:    Department of Public Works

                                           Police Department
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Motion was made by Vice Mayor Short, seconded by Comm. Murello that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion was carried by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Comm. Babb, LiaBraaten, Murello, Vice Mayor Short, Mayor Roehrich
NAYS:
None



ABSENT: None

ABSTENTIONS: None



The Township Committee went into Executive Session at 9:12 P.M.

The Township Committee came out of Executive Session at 10:26 P.M.

The meeting adjourned at 10:26 P.M. 
___________________________________________        
                                                                                                                       Nina DiGregorio, Municipal Clerk              

