WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES
August 2, 2017

This regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Township Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), advertised in the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and posted on the Municipal Building bulletin board and the Washington Township (the Township) website, was called to order at 7:09 by Chairman Stokes and is being held in the lower level meeting room of the Municipal Building, 43 Schooley's Mouontain Road.
Present: 
Eileen Stokes, Jennifer Gorini, Steve Nebesni, Cindy Boerner-Lay, Jessica Forman 
Absent:  Susan Penney, Leah Korbel
Committee liaison Gregg Forsbrey attended the meeting and left at 8:05.
Minutes

· The July 6, 2016, July 20, 2016, and July 19, 2017 minutes were tabled for the next meeting.

Applicants
· Verizon, 9 West Mill Road, German Valley Historic District (GVHD), B34 L53 – Small Network Node Wireless Telecommunication Facility. This meeting is a public hearing for this application. Frank Ferraro attended the meeting to represent Verizon. The applicant provided visual simulations. The antenna is intended to serve a concentrated area with high demand. The antenna will be painted the same color as the existing vent pipe and is located so as to be hidden from public view by the pipe. The antenna will be a little shorter than the vent: the top of the vent is 43.3 feet and the top of the antenna will be 41.9 feet. The equipment on the ground will be amongst the existing buildings. It would be hidden from public view by the existing buildings and will be surrounded by wooden 8-foot fence on three sides and the fourth side will be an existing adjacent building. The existing propane tanks will be relocated to the opposite side of an existing shed. The propane tanks are not shown in their new location on the visual simulations but are shown on Drawing S-1. The HPC recommended placing the same fence that is recommended around the equipment to go around the propane tanks. Bushes would also be acceptable. Cindy Boerner-Lay moved to accept Verizon’s proposal with the condition of a 6-foot matching fence surrounding the relocated propane fence. Jessica Forman seconded the motion. Eileen Stokes, Jennifer Gorini, Steve Nebesni, Cindy Boerner-Lay, and Jessica Forman unanimously approved the application. RO-08-01-17. 

· Santos, 2 East Mill Road, German Valley Historic District (GVHD), B28 L33 – Exterior work.  This meeting is a continuation of a public hearing for this application. Dina Santos and Frank Mileto, as well as AJ Mileto, attended the meeting as the applicant. The applicant provided new plans dated August 2, 2017. 

Railings: The application proposed a wooded deck railing with black aluminum balusters that have a curve for the lower front porch, upper front balcony, and rear balconies. The applicant provided cut sheet of railing kit. The HPC recommended that the railings also be aluminum and that the balusters should be straight for a more traditional look. The railing will be 36 inches in height per current building code. 

Lighting: The applicant added decorative lighting at the doors. Dina provided four cut sheets of proposed lighting. The HPC advised the applicant to use the gooseneck lighting or black iron lanterns to simulate historic photographs.

Decking, Porch, and Balconies: The applicant proposed for the decks to be treated wood or artificial wood that looks like wood like Trex® or similar. The HPC recommended for the decking to be cedar, mahogany, or cedar facing over treated wood. The decking will not have fiberglass and water will shed through spacing between the boards. The front porch posts will be square chamfered cedar wood posts similar to historic photographs. The front stair dimensions have been corrected on the drawings. The applicant proposed the upper front balcony to cover only the center of building; the HPC recommended that the upper front balcony extend across the entire front of the building but the railing only enclose the center portion of the balcony possibly set back from the front edge to minimize visual intrusion, but not required. The applicant is of the opinion that there is sufficient infrastructure on rear of building to support the second floor balcony. The rear balconies will be supported by brackets against building.

Windows: Windows will be Anderson, double hung. The applicant will replace rotted headers and sills with 2x12 treated wood headers and sills with wood trim. The windows will not be true divided light and will have fixed grilles on the exterior. Windows will be sunk into the existing opening as in old photographs. All windows will be 6-over-6. Chairman Stokes pointed out that in historic photographs one windows was 2-over-2, not 6-over-6, but the HPC finds 6-over-6 acceptable for all the windows.

Doors: The existing molding crown over the door on south side of the building will be repaired. The doors for the rear balconies must be wood. The windows can extend the full height of the door or just the top half of the door. The panels on either side of the doors on the rear of the building will be decorative wood panels to fill space so the dimensions of the original opening are evident. The bottom door opening will be expanded to match the size of the upper door opening; there appears to be fillers along the lower door opening that makes it smaller.

HVAC: The applicant has consulted with an HVAC contractor who said the HVAC equipment can be inside the building. The HPC advised that if the HVAC will have exterior components, the applicant must come back to the HPC.

Cindy Boerner Lay made a motion to approve the application with recommendations discussed during the meeting. Jessica Forman seconded the motion. Eileen Stokes, Jennifer Gorini, Steve Nebesni, Cindy Boerner-Lay, and Jessica Forman unanimously approved the application. RO-08-02-.

New Business
· New Roof. 27 Schooleys Mountain Road, B33 L36, RO 07-01-17. Using pre-approved dimensional shingles.

· Green Living Festival. September 9 from 4:00pm to dusk. The HPC will have a booth.

· 38 Fairview Update. Will have a public hearing on September 6 per a July 24 phone conversation between Stokes and a representative of the owner. 

Eileen Stokes, Jennifer Gorini Steve Nebesni, Cindy Boerner-Lay, and Jessica Forman unanimously adjourned the meeting at 9:08.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer Gorini

APPROVED:  October 4, 2017
