WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

January 7, 2015

This regularly scheduled meeting of the Washington Township Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), advertised in the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and posted on the Municipal Building bulletin board and the Washington Township (the Township) website, was called to order at 7:35 by Chairman Stokes.

Present: 
Eileen Stokes,  Jim Fitterer,  Leah Korbel, Susan Penney, Dale Blum    
Absent: 
Ed Gagne, Gregg Forsbrey, Jennifer Gorini 
Minutes:   for December 3, 2014 were held over for lack or appropriate quorum
REORGANIZATION 

Eileen Stokes was nominated as chairperson by Jim Fitterer, second by Dale Blum.  Passed unanimously: Blum, Fitterer, Korbel, Penney.  Nays: 0.  Abstained:  Stokes.

Jim Fitterer was nominated as vice-chairman by Dale Blum with a second by Susan Penney.  Passed Unanimously:  Blum, Korbel, Penney, Stokes.  Nays:  0.  Abstained:  Fitterer.
Secretary—Jennifer Gorini, nominated by Jim Fitterer and seconded by Leah Korbel.  Passed Unanimously by:  Blum, Fitterer, Korbel, Penney and Stokes.  Nays: 0. Abstain:  0.

Applicants

Eagle Scout candidate, Seth Kourpas, from BSA Troop 236 gave a presentation on his proposed Eagle Scout project for the Washington Township Historical Society, Fairview Avenue, German Valley Historic District.  The project would include the design and construction of an information kiosk in the Old Union Cemetery. The wooden kiosk would be 3’ to 4’ tall with a flat top and Plexiglass cover to protect a binder with information about the families and people buried there.  He is also considering a system to number and mark the graves to link them to the binder inventory.  Suggestions were made that he consider organizing it in a way that it could be linked to the website, to laminate or otherwise protect the binder sheets, consider ways to limit possible vandalism.  Many had already been addressed by Seth.
A motion was made by Dale Blum to approve the plans as described, knowing that minor changes to the location and size may be made.  Second by Leah Korbel.  Ayes:  Blum, Fitterer, Korbel, Penney, Stokes.  Nays:  0.  Abstain:  0.
Matthew and Stephanie Leff, 13 Middle Valley Road, B54, L8.01, Middle Valley Historic District:

The applicants plan to construct and in-ground swimming pool.  They presented sample illustration of a metal-look, 4-foot high, vinyl covered fence with an open look. The pool will be to the rear of the lot on the north side.  The pool will be concrete with a gunite liner.  The HPC confirmed to the applicant that no approval is needed for the shape of the pool or the surrounding apron as they do not affect the streetscape.
Motion by Jim Fitterer that the product and location as presented are approved.  Any changes in the final plan will need to be reviewed.  Second by Susan Penney.  Ayes:  Korbel, Penney, Blum, Fitterer, Stokes.  Nays: 0. Abstain: 0.

Besold, 42 Schooley’s Mountain Road, B25 L26, German Valley Historic District—addition, new construction.

The applicant has submitted concept elevations and layouts for two small additions to each side of the existing house.  There will be no change to front façade itself and porch.  The scheduled public hearing will be at the February meeting.  The applicant decided not to appear and give a preview of his concepts. 
Since no members of the public were present, the meeting was not opened to the public. 

Item not on the agenda was addressed by Commissioner Fitterer—need to remind and enforce to the 3 businesses in town which continue to utilize lit, neon-like open signs, that they are past the temporary allowed period of usage and the signs must be removed and replaced by more appropriate styles.
Mail Bag:
The two new books (part of the 2014 budget) have arrived and are available to loan:

John Leeke’s Save America’s Windows and Window Preservation Standards.

A thank you letter from Mayor Kenneth Short covering his term of office and addressed to the entire commisison was also received.

The 2014 end of year reports are due the end of March.
The meeting was closed at 9:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Stokes

Acting Secretary

