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The Work Session of the Washington Township Committee was called to order by Mayor Tobin at 7:31 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Comm. Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin, Attorney Jansen,  

 Administrator Gallets, Assistant Administrator Burd 
    
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Comm. Popper 
            
Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Morristown Daily Record on January 8, 
2007 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on the same date.  This meeting is being held at 
the Washington Township Municipal Building, 43 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Long Valley, New Jersey.  Notices 
of this meeting were sent, as there were requests.   
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
SENIOR RESOURCE CENTER – Ms. Paige Urban, Program Coordinator made a presentation to the 
Township Committee to introduce their  Chester based program and services to the community.  The center offers 
information and referral, and support services for seniors and caregivers who are trying to navigate the system of 
programs available. 
 
Comm. Walsh stated that, as part of the Mayor’s Wellness program, he would encourage Ms. Urban’s participation 
in the subjects that are geared toward senior citizens. 
 
A link to the Senior Resource Center will be on the Washington Township website. 
 
 
FOREST LAND MANAGEMENT – Mervyn Haines, Environmental Commission representative and Joseph 
Dunn, Director of Morris County Soil Conservation District made a presentation to the Township Committee 
regarding the management of Township owned woodlands.  Mr. Haines explained that he hopes to fund this 
management effort through grants, and possibly generate revenue for the Township through a timber harvest.   Mr. 
Dunn is also a forester and he explained to the Township Committee the services he represents, which include forest 
management.  He explained that there are opportunities to undertake good planning and good implementation of 
forest management, which is driven by the Township’s goal.  Mr. Dunn further emphasized that proactive forest 
management is essential to the ongoing health of the woodlands. 
 
Comm. Walsh invited Mr. Hines and Dunn to the next Open Space Committee meeting to coordinate their efforts to 
help the environment and create public access to the woodlands.  Mayor Tobin stated that the Shade Tree 
Committee and the Scouts should also be involved in the process. 
 
The Township Committee was in favor of undertaking a forest management plan to properly manage the lands 
owned by the Township.  
 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the meeting to the Public.  There being no comments or questions, Mayor Tobin closed 
the meeting to the public. 
 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
FEE ORDINANCE – ZONING FEES – Attorney Jansen explained that this proposed ordinance would establish 
the process for obtaining a zoning permit as well as the associated fees.  The Township Committee will consider the 
introduction of an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON, COUNTY 
OF MORRIS, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 111, LAND USE PROCEDURES, OF 
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON WITH RESPECT TO FEES” at the April 21, 2008 Regular 
Meeting.. 
 
 
BOND ORDINANCE – The Township Committee will consider the introduction of an ordinance entitled, “BOND 
ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $982,000, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $935,000 BONDS OR 
NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN BY THE TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY” at 
the April 21, 2008 Regular Meeting. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION #R-57-08 – A RESOLUTION OF THE  TOWNSHIP OF WASHINGTON AUTHORIZING 
                                               THE EXECUTION OF A POSTPONEMENT      
  
 Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Walsh that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  
Motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None    ABSENT:   Comm. Popper  ABSTENTIONS:   None 
                     
 
RESOLUTION #R-58-08 - APPOINTMENTS/ADJUSTMENTS       
 
 Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Walsh that the foregoing amended resolution be 
adopted.  Motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None    ABSENT:   Comm. Popper  ABSTENTIONS:   None 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
DOG PARK BANNER – Harlin Parker, 525 Naughright Road stated that, on behalf of the Long Valley Dog 
Park, a fundraiser is being held on Saturday, June 14, 2008 at the Middle School.  All approvals have been obtained, 
and Mr. Parker has requested that the Township approve an advertisement banner.  Comm. Nedd voiced a concern 
that approving the banner would set a precedent for other groups to seek approval to erect a road banner.  He 
suggested that an ordinance be considered to set guidelines for banners. 
 
  Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. Walsh that the foregoing banner for the Long 
Valley Dog Park Fundraiser be approved.  Motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
 
AYES: Comm. Short, Walsh, Nedd, Mayor Tobin 
NAYS: None    ABSENT:   Comm. Popper  ABSTENTIONS:   None 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION APPOINTMENT- The Township Committee will consider the 
appointment of an individual to the Environmental Commission at the April 21, 2008 Regular Meeting. 
 
 
SUMMER HOURS – The Township Committee approved summer hours for the Municipal Building beginning in 
June through August, 2008.  Hours will be 7:30 a.m. through 5:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, with a 45 
minute lunch.     
 
 
SALE OF TOWNSHIP PROPERTY – A neighboring couple inquired about the sale of a small lot that is owned 
by the Township on a private road.  As it is on a private road, is undersized and has no improvements, certain  
statutory provisions apply, and contiguous property owners have a right of first refusal.  The fair market value needs 
to be established.  The purpose of the statute is to bring about a merger of the lots.  The Township Committee agreed 
to the sale to get the property back on the tax rolls.  The Township Committee will ask Municipal Tax Assessor 
Dolores Pecorari  to establish the fair market value. 
 
 
MAYOR’S WELLNESS – Comm. Walsh updated the Committee and community on the campaigns undertaken.  
A senior wellness plan, municipal employee plan and community wellness plan are facets of the Mayor’s Wellness 
Campaign with many community representatives participating in the effort. 
 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Comm. Walsh stated that the Committee is a combination of 
people with different backgrounds in economic development.  The mission and objective of this Committee is  to 
make commercial businesses aware of the opportunities available in Washington Township, in addition to enhancing 
and improving our present businesses.   
 
Leona Harrington and Scott Frech stated that a sidewalk grant has been obtained from the State for $185,000 to 
complete the downtown sidewalks. 
  
 
 
 

http://www.wtmorris.org/PDF/meetings/2008/R08057.pdf
http://www.wtmorris.org/PDF/meetings/2008/R08058.pdf
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OPRA – Comm. Walsh stated that he spoke to Information Specialist Bob Kelly to establish guidelines for 
information storage.  Comm. Nedd stated that Google offers the hosting of e-mail for no cost and the archiving of 
such information for a low cost.  Comm. Nedd and Walsh will further investigate this service with the help of  Mr. 
Kelly. 
 
 
EMPLOYEE ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION OVERVIEW – Over a month ago, Comm. Walsh stated that he 
met with Department Heads to get a feel for how our employees and departments are perceiving upcoming changes 
in health benefits and salaries.  He suggested we find ways to bring something back to the employees, such as the 
Mayor’s Wellness campaign, summer hours, etc. 
 
 
CLEAN COMMUNITIES – Comm. Walsh stated that 236 individuals and 19 organizations participated in this 
year’s clean-up day.  Volunteers collected 200 bags of refuse.  Recycling Coordinator Nancy Salvatore and all of 
the participants were commended by Comm. Walsh for doing a great job.   
 
  
COMMUNITY CENTER – Comm. Short  stated that progress in establishing a community center is slow.  
Economic conditions, environmental approvals, the withdrawal of the U.S Homes application, among other factors 
are contributing to the  slow progression.  The proposed 33,000 square foot facility on a portion of a 35 acre parcel 
is intended to provide a center for community activity, information and wellness.  The money needed to develop the 
site is currently not available. 
 
The sale of a portion of the tract is being considered to generate money.  It would have to be by open public sale at 
auction.  An overlay zone needs to be established.   
 
 
SUPERIOR OFFICERS 
 
Administrator Gallets stated that the Superior Officers negotiation session will take place on May 6, 2008 at 10 .m. 
 
 
LIBRARY LETTER 
 
Comm. Nedd stated that a bill signed on April 7, 2008 states that before a Library can give excess funds back to the 
Township, it has to go to the State Library Board for approval.  There are other onerous requirements that also must 
be met.  The Washington Township Library does not have the amount of surplus that the bill requires before a give 
back can be contemplated. 
 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
 
Mayor Tobin opened the meeting to the Public. 
 
Walter Cullen, 9 Laurel Drive stated that, with respect to the community center, revenue generated from the sale 
of land could be used to pay down the mortgage as opposed to putting it in the general fund.   
 
Mr. Cullen also asked the Township Committee to send a thank you letter to the local PBA for their participation in 
the benefit basketball game at West Morris High School. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Mayor Tobin closed the meeting to the public. 
 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT 
 
Debbie Burd, Assistant Administrator stated that the Township will need to adopt a professional services 
resolution for work to be done in connection with the Historic Preservation Grant.  It will be prepared for the 
Regular Meeting. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
          
___________________________________________ 

            Judith L. Madden, Acting Municipal Clerk 
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