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The Work Session of the Township Committee of the Township of Washington was called to order by Mayor 
Short at 7:30 P.M. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Comm. Tobin, Cullen, *Krickus, Kaiser, Mayor Short, Attorney DeBona,  

Administrator/Clerk Gallets, Recording Secretary Madden 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:    None 
 
 Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Morristown Daily Record on 
January 5, 2004, January 30, 2004 and March 24, 2004 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building 
on the same dates.  This meeting is being held at the temporary Municipal Offices at 55 Fairview Avenue, Long Valley, 
New Jersey.  Notices of this meeting were sent, as there were requests. 
 
TOWNSHIP OPERATIONS UPDATE - Ms. Hannah Massaquoi, representing Jersey Central Power and Light, 
responded to concerns addressed to them by Comm. Tobin regarding electrical outages.  Ms. Massaquoi stated that they 
have performed a pole-by-pole inspection and have identified a number of maintenance items which need to be repaired 
and/or upgraded.  She stated that the work is scheduled to be completed by the beginning of September, 2004.  Ms. 
Massaquoi further stated that residents who require electricity for medical conditions need to register with Jersey 
Central Power and Light so that they can flag the residence.  During an extended outage they will notify emergency 
management people to take the necessary action to protect them. 
 
Comm. Tobin stated the importance of ALL residents without power to telephone Jersey Central Power and Light.  He 
stated that the span of the outage is identified by these telephone calls.  Comm. Tobin stated he will continue to monitor 
the outage situation and that Jersey Central Power and Light has been very responsive to his complaints. 
 
*Comm. Krickus arrived at this point. 
 
FALL FESTIVAL OVERVIEW - Ms. Kimberly Hooper, Chairperson of the Fall Festival, updated the committee on 
the status of the 2004 Fall Festival.  Ms. Hooper stated that the festival will be held on Saturday, October 2, 2004 on 
West Mill Road which will be closed off from the center of town to the Middle School.   She stated that vendors and 
crafters will be on the street and family festivities will be held behind the school.  She also stated that the festival will 
also include a parade and a veterans’ memorial ceremony and will be funded by an advertisement brochure and minimal 
admission fee.   
 
WELCOME SIGNS – JUNIOR WOMEN’S CLUB – Ms. Donna Farley, representing the Long Valley Junior 
Women’s Club, stated that they had raised funds to construct five welcome signs for the town to replace the existing 
metal signs.  Ms. Farley stated that they welcome input from the committee on the design and they would be bringing in 
the final artwork to be approved by the committee.   
 
RAFFLE APPLICATIONS  
 
Applications have been received for the following raffles: 
 
Mount Olive Junior Baseball Softball Association    Fifty-Fifty    05/14/2004 
Mount Olive Junior Baseball Softball Association    Draw Raffle      05/14/2004 
 
Noted that the Chief of Police has signed the Findings and Determination Forms and all forms are in order. 
 
 Motion was made by Comm. Kaiser, seconded by Comm. Cullen that the foregoing raffle applications be 
approved and that the Clerk be authorized to sign the permit application and forward it to the New Jersey Legalized 
Games of Chance Control Commission.   
 
AYES: Comm. Tobin, Cullen, Krickus, Kaiser, Mayor Short  
NAYS: None   ABSTENTIONS: None                                 ABSENT: None 
 
 
Mayor Short opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Ms. Cameron Sinclair, Mt. Olive Travel Soccer, Recreation Committee responded to concerns from residents 
adjacent to Falcon Field.  She emphasized that there is a need for the lighting in the parking area and asked that the 
Township invest in attractive lighting for the area that would add ambience while creating a safe situation for the 
children.  She also stated that seven fields are needed so some can be rested while others are used.  Ms. Sinclair stated 
that travel soccer does not support a concession stand and would rather have a large open pavilion with a barbecue that 
would also lend itself to informal use by residents, but they do support a bathroom and playground.  She asked that the 
committee remember that they represent the entire community and not just the surrounding residents. 
 
Virginia Chanda, 4 Thornapple Court read a brief statement regarding her concerns that a township employee had 
lobbied special interest sports groups in town against the actions of the Falcon Fields Group.  Ms. Chanda stated that 
she  strongly objects to the fact that town resources were used in this matter.  She asked that the council prohibit such 
communications in the future. 
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Suzanne O’Neill, 16 Blackberry Place quoted the Township Recreation Director’s 2004 assessment of the need for 
new recreational facilities in town in which she stated that her only concern was the inability to rest soccer fields during 
the Fall soccer season and that additional all-purpose fields would alleviate this concern. 
 
Robert Malone, 11 Falcon Lane stated that with regard to Falcon Fields, he does not believe the Township should 
exempt themselves from their own rules concerning a traffic study in town.  He also requested that the Township wait 
until they hear back from the Department of Environmental Protection on all matters before commencing any work or 
funding issues on this matter.  He requested that the Township fully review the recommendation from the Planning 
Board and that they accept these recommendations verbatim. 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Mayor Short closed the meeting to the public. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
NON-CONTRACTED EMPLOYEE BENEFITS – Comm. Tobin stated that the non-contracted employees in 
Washington Township had submitted a request that the committee consider making improvements to their benefits 
including additional vacation time, holidays and personal days. He stated that, during a previous meeting, the Township 
Committee had agreed to the additional week of vacation starting at year 20.  Comm. Tobin stated that he had met with 
three employee representatives to go over the results of the Committee’s discussion and they reported that instead of 
getting the five additional days at year 20, it was preferred that one additional day be given each year beginning at year 
17 up to year 20 to benefit employees earlier in their careers.    Comm. Tobin also stated that Assistant Administrator 
Deborah Burd had conducted a survey confirming that well over half the towns in Morris County provided three 
personal days to their employees versus the two personal days that Washington Township currently provides. 
 
Mayor Short stated that the Committee would review the numbers and present a decision at the Committee Meeting on 
May 17, 2004. 
 
CELL TOWER LEASE PROPOSAL –  The Township Committee discussed T-Mobile Wireless’ request to lease 
ground space to construct a cell tower on the Teen Center property.  Mayor Short stated that there is a need for 
improved communications in the valley, and that the revenue would be excellent for the township.   Mayor Short 
instructed Administrator Gallets to inform T-Mobile Wireless that the Teen Center property has been set aside for 
COAH housing, but that the Committee is open to discussing any other sites in which they may be interested.   
 
Comm. Kaiser recused herself from the conversation concerning the Wastewater Management Plan 
Amendment. 
 
WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT – The Township Committee will discuss the request to 
include Valley View Chapel and Valley Shepherd, LLC for inclusion in the sewer service area at the May 17, 2004 
Committee Meeting. 
 
Comm. Kaiser returned to the meeting. 
 
HIDDEN HILLS – DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENTS – The Township Committee agreed to extend the time 
limitations imposed upon K. Hovnanian at Washington, L.L.C. for completion of the bonded improvements in Sections 
1-4 of the Hidden Hills Community with the condition that they post cash instead of bonds as performance guarantees.  
 
STEPHENSBURG ROAD BRIDGE – The Township Committee discussed safety issues concerning the Stephensburg 
Road Bridge.  Mayor Short instructed Department of Public Works Superintendent Ralph DeFranzo to request Morris 
County engineers to inspect and repair the bridge.   
 
ROUTE 57 BYPASS – Mayor Short stated that he had met with officials from the Town of Hackettstown and informed 
them that Washington Township is not interested in a  Route 57/46 bypass. 
 
Comm. Cullen recused himself from the discussion concerning Park Use Fees. 
 
PARK USE FEES – The Township Committee discussed whether the fee charged to the Musconetcong Valley Camp 
Association for their 10-week summer program at Rock Spring Park is appropriate.  Washington Township Recreation 
Director Eleanora Murfitt-Hermann will research the fees charged by the County to make sure that the fee charged to 
the Musconetcong Valley Camp Association is similar. 
 
Comm. Cullen returned to the meeting. 
 
TAX OFFICE POSITION -  The Township Committee agreed to Township Administrator Gallets’ request to reduce 
the hours of the assistant tax collector and authorize the employment of a typist position for the minutes of meetings. 
 
KOHLER POND FENCE - Mayor Short directed Mr. Ralph DeFranzo, Superintendent of the Department of Public 
Works, to look for a way to disperse the piles of topsoil at Kohler Pond. 
 
POLICE – HIRING RECOMMENDATION – The Washington Township Committee will consider Chief Ted 
Ehrenburg’s request to approve the hiring of three police officers instead of two in order to prepare for an upcoming 
retirement.  
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Mayor Short recused himself from the discussion concerning the Mission Road Gate. 
 
MISSION ROAD GATE -  The Township Committee discussed a resident’s request to remove the gate blocking 
Mission Road.     
 
Mayor Short returned to the meeting. 
 
SOIL DISTURBANCE – MISSION ROAD – The Township Committee will consider a resolution to allow Landmark 
Homes to move 7,000 cubic yards of soil from Mission and Spring Lane to Panther Valley, NJ. 
 
The Township Committee went into Executive Session at 10:10 P.M. upon approval of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION #R-86-04 – EXECUTIVE SESSION –  
      ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE:  MUSEUM – BEACON HILL ROAD 
 
 
 Motion was made by Comm. Tobin, seconded by Comm. Kaiser that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  
Motion was carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: Comm. Tobin, Cullen, Krickus, Kaiser, Mayor Short  
NAYS: None   ABSTENTIONS: None                                 ABSENT: None 
 
The Township Committee came out of Executive Session at 10:15 P.M. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:16 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        ______________________________________ 
                       Dianne S. Gallets, Clerk 
 
 
 
 


